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Hosted by

The

Prez
March 2015 President’s Report

Cruise and Car Show
Friday 1st – Sunday 3rd May 2015
Huskisson Beach Tourist Resort NSW
Schedule
Friday 1st May (evening)

Meet & Greet
at Huskisson Beach Tourist Resort,
Beach Street, Huskisson NSW 2540

Saturday 2nd May

Lunch Cruise (leaving at 12:00pm)
to Coolangatta Estate Winery
1335 Bolong Road,
Shoalhaven Heads NSW 2535

For accommodation bookings
phone 1300 733 027
www.holidayhaven.com.au/HuskissonBeach
You must RSVP
at info@regals.com.au
to join Saturday cruise.

Evening BBQ hosted by
the Regals Mopar Car Club
at Huskisson Beach
Tourist Resort

Sunday 3rd May

Show ‘n’ Shine at Huskisson Beach
Tourist Resort Foreshore
9am – 12pm, gold coin donation entry fee
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Coolangatta
Estate
Winery
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Visit www.regals.com.au
for more information

Howdy all. It’s been a long time since
the last newsletter, and plenty has
happened in the meantime including
two Mopar Rumbles (well, one and
a bit anyway). The first was held in
November 2014 and due to the early
morning rain, it was called off by track
management (some would say a little
hastily) as the weather was fantastic
after 9.00am, just like it was predicted
to be. Anyway, the decision might
have been for the best because as soon
as a spectator, entrant or competitor
looks out the window at 7.00am on
a Sunday morning and sees the rain
bucketing down they are more likely
to roll over and catch some more zzz’s
than take the punt and head to the
track. That said, our sponsors and volunteers all showed up and set up (and
so did a surprising amount of cars), at
least up until around 8.00am when
the gate staff started telling the punters
that the event was called off. Being the
event organiser, I wished they had the
wisdom to let me know it had been
called off. Finally the news was delivered to me some 45 minutes later. Half
an hour after that, the sun was shining
and you couldn’t want better weather.
We’ll leave it at that for my comments
on the matter, but after an impromptu
meeting with track management we
agreed to do it again and rescheduled
for Australia Day 2015. They were
also good enough to let a few of the
guy’s head out on the pad and do a
couple of quick skids which was fun.
Andrew Pana and George Tatsis were
the only Mopar owners who took up
the offer along with a Mustang, an XD
Falcon and a Commodore. It was also
quite fortuitous as no one entered the
burnout comp on the rescheduled
date, so Pana and George ended up
with the burnout comp winner and
runner up trophies respectively. It just
shows that sometimes you just have
to have a crack!

Sez

After a quiet Club Christmas party at
The Winston Hotel, the club took a
break until Australia Day 2015 when
the rescheduled Rumble was on again.
We certainly didn’t have an issue with
rain this time, quite the opposite in
that it was ridiculously hot. Especially
for those who were racing like myself.
The one relief was that I had arranged
for the corporate boxes to be open
with the air conditioners blasting.
Before long they were full with Regals
members and our guests just trying
to cool off. Although I don’t have
exact numbers, we were very happy
with the amount of cars that attended
given that the event was rescheduled.
We weren’t quite sure what to expect
either, given it was a public holiday
but the crowds showed up. Our sponsors appeared to enjoy themselves
(except for the heat) and we always
appreciate their participation. The
same goes for our club volunteers
who help marshal the cars in the pit
area, and help to sell merchandise to
raise funds for the club. I also have to
thank our photographers and webmaster for putting the event out to the
people online. All of these volunteers
from the club are the people that help
to make the event work so seamlessly. The dragway ran the “Settle the
Score” component on the day. I had
a major hand in coming up with this
concept, so it was good to see it play
out. I would have liked to see all of the
cars forgo the burnout and just drive
up to the flag and treat it like a street
race. That’s what I did, and it was
great fun (I beat the 300C too!) I’ll let
the photos in the article fill in the rest
of the story, and there are additional
photos at www.moparrumble.com.au.
As for the future of the event, well
that’s undecided for the moment. As
of 2015, Sydney Dragway is holding
a Sunday Street Meet once a month
with the “Settle the Score” being run
for an hour on the day. What’s to stop

a whole heap of Mopars rocking up to
one of those Sundays? Maybe we can
choose a month when it doesn’t pour
rain all of the time…
We are doing the Mopars down South
event again, and the date is set for 1st
– 3rd May 2015. This event is predominantly for Regals members only, along
with a few invited associates. It’s really
a time for club members to hang out
in an informal way set with the backdrop of the beautiful Huskisson Beach.
So think cruising, a winery lunch, club
bbq, small show ‘n’ shine, booze and
a whole lot of chatting and fun times
for members and their families. Need
I say more? Those who attended the
inaugural year in 2014 know exactly
what I’m talking about, and they’ll be
there again. If you didn’t go last year,
get your accommodation booked,
and head down for a fantastic, totally
informal weekend with the club.
We also have more Regals hosted
events for 2015 in the pipeline. We’ll
be doing the ever popular Mopar
Only Swap meet again, scheduled for
September for now, and did someone
say Dyno Day? Details to follow.
In between all of that we still have
our monthly Regals Rollin’ Rumble
club cruises. Club runs are scheduled
6 months in the future so members
can plan ahead and pick and choose
which runs they would like to attend,
even though we’d like you to come to
all of them!
We’ll that’s if from me for now, bar
a quick thanks to George Portelli for
donating a collapsible 6m x 3m heavy
duty marquee to the club. We seem to
have a habit of destroying the flimsy
3m x 3m marquees, and must have
gone through a half dozen of them.
The new marquee should see us
through for quite some time – cheers
George.
I’ll see you on the road.
Chris Mede – President.
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3

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to another issue of the
Regals Torque magazine. I know
this one has been a long time
coming, so thanks for being patient.
This issue features the 2014 Mopar
Rumble (which actually happened
in 2015, but that wasn't our fault)
and there are a whole bunch of
great pics from the day.
I've also put together a little
article on the Chrysler gas turbine

engine. It's an amazing piece of
automotive history, and I hope you
enjoy reading the article as much
as I enjoyed writing it. And lastly
we have a handful of pics from the
3rd Regals Mopar only swap meet.
I'd like to put out the call to all
members to please assist us by
providing some content. Our
members love to read about what
other members are doing with
their cars, so please send us your
pics with a few captions and we
can put them in the mag. It doesn't

have to be a polished article, or a
work of literary genius, just a few
photos and some captions are all
we need to get an article off the
ground.
And don't forget that we are
offering some space in the mag for
club members to advertise their
businesses. This is only offered to
club members, and the prices are
very reasonable, so feel free to
contact us at info@regals.com.au.
Thanks for reading!

Vale Joe Fitzpatrick
Late last year we were saddened to
hear the news that Regals member
Joe Fitzpatrick had passed away
after suffering a heart attack at
his home on Tuesday the 9th of
December. Joe loved travelling,
caravanning and fishing, but most
of us will know him as a drag racer.
He owned and raced many cars, but
is probably best known for racing
his ultra-rare Super Stock Plymouth
“Ramcharger”. Joe was a lovely
chap and a valued member of our
club. He was always in good spirits
and regularly contributed to our
general meetings and passionately

supported the club at our many
events. Joe was always up for a
chat no matter what the topic, and
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he will be sadly missed by us all.
Our thoughts are with his family at
this time. RIP Joe.

www.hemi6pack.com
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DISPLAY TROPHIES

G RACING

OUTS AND MORE

Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek, 9am–6pm
9am
10am
$55
$20
$20

g):

Spectators:
Gates open:
Gates close:
Entry fee:

9am
6pm
$20

ut at the Mopar Rumble this year, “Settle the Score” drag
nouts, no staging, no lights. When the chequered flag drops,
ps! An exciting, pressure-free introduction to drag racing.

ANOTHER
FALSE START

Mopar Rumble, Sydney Dragway Eastern Creek
25th January 2015
Words by Bruce Rayne, pics by Gordon Kyd and Bruce Rayne

visit: www.moparrumble.com.au
Proudly sponsored by
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Now into its second year, the
“new look” Mopar Rumble
was once again shared with
the Sydney Dragway Sunday
Street Meet. It was originally
scheduled for Sunday the 16th
of November, but once again
the weather intervened. Even
though the morning was quite
wet, the enthusiasm was there,
with a good number of Mopars
rocking up bright and early.

We could see from the Bureau of
Meteorology’s rain radar that the
showers would be short-lived,
so we were hopeful that the
event would still go ahead. I was
hovering around the computer,
waiting to post a news feed
on the Rumble website when
I got a text message from club
president Chris Mede, asking me
to check the Sydney Dragway
website. He was starting to hear

reports that the event had been
cancelled, and wanted me to see
if it was true. I had a look, and
sure enough, the event had been
called off due to bad weather.
It was a very disappointing
moment for everyone there, but
we had to accept that the track
now has complete autonomy
over these decisions, so we just
had to tell everyone to go back
home again.
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We were extremely annoyed that
none of the track management
even bothered to inform us of
this decision, leaving us to find
out second-hand. Even more
annoying was the fact that it had
cleared by about 10am, for what
turned out to be a beautiful day.
The two small consolations were
that the Mopar van was there
selling merchandise for cheap, and
the track management allowed a
few of the attending cars on the
burnout pad to help entertain those
who had made the trip.
As with the 2013 Rumble, the
event was rescheduled, but unlike
previous years, it was rescheduled
for January 2015. It felt a bit silly
having the 2014 Rumble in 2015, but
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From the club’s perspective,
rescheduling doesn’t pose the
same problems that it once did, so
we announced the new date and
eagerly awaited our second attempt.

I was trackside with the camera for
most of the day, and the range of
cars racing was pretty impressive.
Even though the day is open to
all makes and models, the Mopars
were definitely the dominant force.
Unfortunately, the heat and the lack
of track prep had a pretty detrimental
affect on people's times, while
others struggled to get moving at
all because of vapour lock.

We didn’t have any trouble with
rain for the rescheduled event,
instead we had the relentless heat.
It resulted in a lot of puffy red faces
and overheating cars. After 5 years
of Mopar Rumbles, it would seem
that we can have pissing rain or
blistering heat, and never anything
in between.

The 2014/15 Rumble introduced a
new racing concept called “Settle
the Score”, which was designed
to encourage more newbies to
race. Half way through the day,
the Christmas tree was temporarily
removed, and replaced with a
couple of large breasted brunettes,
using flags to signal the start of

we had managed to land the Sunday
of the Australia Day long weekend
which was a real plus. As we started
to advertise the new date, the initial
feedback was very positive.
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each race. The hope was that
without the burnouts, lights and
reaction times, some of those who
had been hesitant to race in the
past would be more likely to give
drag racing a try. I guess we should
never underestimate the positive
reaction to a couple of shapely
pairs of boobs, as it would seem
that most people thought the new
format was a good bit of fun.
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Although I didn't realise it on the
day, I found out afterwards that
there were a couple of drivers
who used the “Settle the Score”
format to try drag racing for the
first time, which is exactly what it
was designed to do, so we have to
consider that it was a success.
As mentioned before, the
communication from Sydney
Dragway management to the

Regals is pretty poor at the best
of times, and this event was no
different. At the beginning of the
day, the gate staff started telling
spectators to head over to the
main entrance, rather than using
the competitor entrance. These
poor people drove around to the
spectator entrance, only to find it
was shut. We started getting calls
from annoyed spectators, but no
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one at the track was answering
our calls, so there was little we
could do. Eventually they were
told to come back around to
the competitor entrance where
they were let in the second time
around.
And then there’s the burnout
competition. After arriving, we
found out there was a burnout
comp being held in the afternoon
after the drag racing. This was
something we could have helped
to promote if we had only been
told it was happening.
By around 2pm, the heat was
taking its toll, and most of the
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racers hung up their helmets and
called it a day. Chris went off to
correlate the race data in order
to award the trophies, only to
find that the results were in a
complete mess, and he had to
eyeball every result to find the
winners.
All problems aside though, the
day went pretty well. There was
a decent crowd, plenty of fast
Mopars, some nice show cars
and lots of burning rubber. A
great day had by all, even if it
was hot enough to fry an egg on
the track.
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THE CHRYSLER
GAS TURBINE ENGINE
Words by Bruce Rayne, pics as credited
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there were some that believed
it would have the same impact
on the automotive industry.
Chrysler began researching
aircraft turbine engines in the late
1930s, but it wasn’t until a brilliant
engineer by the name of George
Huebner Jr. joined the team that
this technology started getting
adapted for cars.

For those not familiar with the
Chrysler Turbine, here’s how
it all began. After the Second
World War, jet power was all
the rage. It was revolutionising
the aeronautics industry, and

When thinking about a jetpowered car, you can be forgiven
for imagining the Batmobile,
blasting flames from the rear of
the vehicle. While this sort of jet
car can be entertaining on a drag

strip, it’s less than practical as a
daily driver, especially when you
keep burning the paint off the
cars behind you.
The Chrysler turbine engine
was nowhere near as exciting,
but far more practical. Rather
than shooting out hot exhaust
to propel the car forward (like
a jet plane), the rotation of the
turbine was used to power the
car’s drive shaft, and the heat
was recycled back into the
combustion chamber to improve
engine efficiency.
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http://www.motortrend.com

http://www.shorey.net

If you’re a Chrysler fanatic,
you may already know of
the company’s foray into gas
turbine engines, but what you
may not know is that it was the
result of more than two decades
of research and development,
and that it had the potential to
bring about a massive change in
the automotive industry.
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George Huebner Jr. with the first generation gas turbine
engine hoisted above the 1954 Plymouth Belvedere.

http://www.turbinecar.com

The first Chrysler to be given a gas
turbine engine was an otherwise
stock 1954 Plymouth Belvedere. It
was still a pretty quirky beast, but it
was operational. Chrysler unveiled
the turbine-powered car to the
media on the 25th March 1954. They
still hadn’t incorporated a starter
motor, so all demonstrations began
with the car already running.
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The team at Chrysler kept making
improvements to the engine, and
the next generation engine was
dropped into a 1956 Plymouth
Belvedere. To help generate public
interest, and to test engine reliability,
the research team embarked on
a 4,800 km road trip to see how
the engine would perform under
a variety of conditions. During the
road trip, it encountered every kind
of weather condition imaginable,
and performed flawlessly.

the services of automotive
designer Elwood Engel (previously
employed by Ford). The bodies
were then hand-made by Ghia
in Italy.
To look at these cars today, they are
a little bit like something from “The
Jetsons”. Painted in a magnificent
metallic bronze colour and with
a copper interior, they were the
1960’s idea of futuristic. Lots of fake
cooling fins could be found on the
body, with the appearance that they
were part of the jet mechanics, but
were actually nothing more than
decoration. But even with these
features, it still looked like a fairly
unassuming 1960s car. Apart from
the temperature gauge that went
up to 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit,
and the tachometer that peaked at
60,000 rpm, there was little else
to indicate that these cars were
any different to their piston-driven
counterparts.

By 1963, the team were up to the
fourth generation of turbine engine.
It was capable of generating 130
horsepower (97kW) and 375 lb/ft
(508 Nm) of torque. Once again,
this was comparable to the piston
engines of the day. With each engine
refinement, Chrysler were moving
closer and closer to something that
might be a realistic replacement for
the engines of the day.

http://toplowridersites.com

in today’s money. But keep in
mind that this car was being hand
made. The expectation was that
Chrysler would be able to bring the
price down to a competitive level
when they started full scale mass
production. A total of 55 cars were
made: 50 for the user program, and
5 would be used as demonstration
vehicles.

loaned one of the vehicles for
a period of three months. The
program officially started on the
29th October 1963. There were
no restrictions given to the users,
with one driver doing over 15,000
miles (24,000 km) during his three
months with the car. The users
were required to pay for their
own petrol, and they weren’t
allowed to talk to the media
about the mileage, but apart
Each car cost approximately
from that, they could use the
$50,000 USD to manufacture,
cars however they wanted.

In one of the greatest publicity
stunts in automotive history,
Chrysler launched a major program
to test public interest and monitor
the durability of the engine. Known
as the “Fifty-Car Program”, Chrysler
decided on a limited production of
turbine cars that they would lend
out to members of the general
public.

One unexpected problem was
related to ride comfort. They
found that the engines were
so smooth, it exaggerated
any bumps or vibrations
felt on the road. A piston
which would equate to nearly
Chrysler put together a service
engine would normally send
team that would fly around
constant vibrations through
$400,000 in today’s money.
the country, responding to
the body of the car, masking
any issues with the loaned
any other vibrations being felt
vehicles, and making any
from the road. Chrysler went to Chrysler
asked
for
public
improvements
that were required.
extraordinary lengths to eliminate expressions of interest to be part
any vibrations, including shaving of the fifty-car program, and From time to time, they would
some of the tread off the new tyres. they received over two hundred need to replace a failed engine,
Each car cost approximately thousand written applications. but this was giving Chrysler the
$50,000 USD to manufacture, which From these, 203 people were sort of real-world analysis that they
would equate to nearly $400,000 selected, with each of them being couldn’t get any other way.

Chrysler wanted to create a
futuristic design for the limitedrelease vehicle, so they enlisted

http://www.turbinecar.com

Huebner posing with one of the orignal Chrysler Ghia Turbine test cars.

The “futuristic“ interior of the turbine car.

http://www.carstyling.ru

The gas turbine engine had some
huge advantages over conventional
piston engines. The first one being
the simplicity. A gas turbine engine
had only one fifth the number
of parts of a piston engine, and
its exhaust emissions were far
cleaner too. Another advantage
was that it could run on just about
anything that was combustible.
That included leaded or unleaded
petrol, diesel, kerosine, jet fuel,
vegetable oil or alcohol. Believe
it or not, they actually ran one
of these cars on Tequila (what a
waste), and it was also rumoured
that one was run on Chanel No.
5 perfume. In this day and age of
high petrol prices, alternative fuels
seem like an incredibly marketable
feature, but back in the days when
petrol could still be purchased for
25 cents a gallon, no one really saw
a need.

By all accounts, the experience
of driving a gas turbine car was
very similar to a normal piston
car. The power and performance
was comparable, but the main
difference was the sound. Instead
of the rumbling vibration of a
piston engine, the engines whirred
just like a jet plane.

The Chrysler Ghia Turbine car
REGALS TORQUE
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it was looking like full scale
production might begin before the
decade was over. But there were
still a few issues that needed to be
sorted out first. There were some
parts in the turbine engines that
needed to be precision-moulded.
No one could figure out any other
way of making these parts, and the
moulding was too slow to produce
parts fast enough for large scale
production. And then came the
smog…

http://www.carstyling.ru

Around this time, various major
cities around the world were being
affected by smog. As a result, in
1970 the Environmental Protection
Agency brought in the Clean Air
Act, placing major restrictions on
exhaust emissions. Even though
the turbine engine was considered
to be quite clean in comparison
with piston engines of the time, it
did have an issue with nitric oxides
(nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide).
These by-products were a result
of the constant high temperature

Some of the faux cooling fins.
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be taken to a mechanic for repair,
because no one other than Chrysler
staff knew how to fix them. The
fear was that the cars would end
up sitting in people’s yards rusting,
or that the owners might pull out
the turbine engines and replace
them with V8s. This went against
everything the cars stood for, so
Chrysler destroyed all but 9 of the
55 original cars. Chrysler kept three,

and donated the other six to car
museums.
Despite all this, the turbine engine
advancements continued, and
the sixth generation engine was
placed into a 1967 Coronet. They
had sorted out the problems with
the performance lag, as well as a
number of other improvements.
This version was so well refined,

In September 1975, George Huebner
Jr. (the main driving force behind
the Chrysler gas turbine team)
retired. After 40 years at Chrysler,
he decided he’d had enough. This
was the beginning of the end of
the gas turbine engine.
The EPA clean air standards kept
changing. Every time a goal was
met, there was an even more
challenging goal in the next year or
two. Even though the gas turbine
engine was compliant with 1975
standards, it would not meet the
standards set for 1979. All the while
Chrysler were having to move more

and more funds into improving the
emissions in their range of pistondriven cars, as well as trying to make
the turbine cars a viable alternative.
It’s also worth mentioning that
Chrysler were having some major
financial issues related to quality
problems, dropping sales and poor
management.
Eventually it was decided that the
problems related to the gas turbine
engine were insurmountable.
The cost of manufacture, the
emissions, and even the lack of
service mechanics qualified to work
on a gas turbine engine were all
considered to be too big to solve. In
late 1979, the gas turbine research
team was dissolved, and given one
week to find another job.
Of the nine remaining Chrysler
Ghia Turbine cars, seven are in
museums, and two are privately
owned. It is said that only three are
still operational, one of which is
owned by Jay Leno.

Not your run-of-the-mill engine bay.

http://onlycarsandcars.blogspot.com.au

A rear that demands attention.

http://onlycarsandcars.blogspot.com.au

The users were asked to report
on the cars after they were
returned, and the feedback was
mainly positive. Many people
had complained of a noticeable
performance lag when applying
the accelerator, and others had
also noticed that the mileage was
pretty lousy during city driving.
But these were issues that Chrysler
were confident they would be able
to resolve in future revisions of the
engine. A few people hated the
sound of the turbine engine, but
most people loved it. The fifty-car
program officially ended on the
28th January 1966 and on the
whole, it was considered a success.
And here comes the saddest part of
the story. In 1967, Chrysler decided
to dispose of the Chrysler Turbine
test cars. The reason for this is
hotly debated, but the most widely
accepted version is this. If Chrysler
decided to sell these cars (and
there were no shortage of potential
buyers) they would serve as a
novelty for some time, but what
happens when they break down
or need servicing? They couldn’t

combustion, and Chrysler had no
idea how to stop them. The gas
turbine team set about finding
a solution, and through various
additions and refinements, they
managed to reduce the emissions
to meet the EPA’s 1975 standards.
However,
these
refinements
were making the car even more
complicated and expensive to
produce.
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SWAP IT!
Regals 3rd Mopar Only Swap Meet

Croation Club Braca Radic, Schofields NSW
21 September 2014
Pics by Bruce Rayne
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Would you like to advertise your
business in the Regals Torque mag?
Here is a fantastic new opportunity for you to give your business some targeted exposure
by advertising in one of the best looking club magazines in the country. By advertising in
your own club’s magazine, you know exactly what sort of person will be reading your ad:
people with the same interests and passion as you.
This advertising opportunity is only available to financial members of the Regals Mopar Car
Club Inc. We have a whole range of options available, and all at incredibly low rates. We can
even help you create the ad.
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To find out more, phone Bruce on 0401 671 400 or Chris on 0407 212 222 or you can send us
an email at info@regals.com.au. There are limited spots available, so don’t miss out!
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CLUB
CONTACTS

TREASURER
Andrew Mede
Ph: 0412 164 376
Email: andrewmede@optusnet.com.au

Events Photographer & Reporter
Gordon Kyd
Ph: 0401 585 905
Email: gskyd@pacific.net.au

PRESIDENT
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Public Officer
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Webmaster AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bruce Rayne
Ph: 0401 671 400
Email: mail@branchus.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Simon Griffiths
Ph: 0425 350 002
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Plates Registrar
Raf Jelicich
Ph: 0431 485 741

SECRETARY
Michelle Griffiths
Ph: 0425 236 022
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Club Run Co-Ordinator
George Tatsis
Ph: 0410 006 710
Email: dart383@optusnet.com.au
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