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Welcome all to another edition of Torque.
I hope everyone and their families are
well!
You may recall that in the last President’s
report, I spoke of the “Motor Enthusiasts
Conference 2012” to be held at Eastern
Creek Raceway. Well, Raf Jelicich our
Club Registrar and I had the privilege of
attending the conference as delegates
from our club.
The special guest at the conference was
Minister for Roads and Ports, Duncan
Gay. The speaking panel included
Geoff Seddon (Editor of Street Machine
Magazine), Tony O’Donnell (President of
the ACMC), Peter Wells, (Acting Director
for Customer and Compliance Services
- RMS), Alan Hay (NSW Nationals Party
Executive) along with Andrew Huckel
(Senior Policy Advisor), Tim Reardon
(Deputy Director General for Policy
and Regulation, Transport NSW), Mr
Terry Hickey (Principle Manager Roads,
Registration and Licensing at Transport
for NSW) and Mr Ken Cleary (Manager
Regulatory Scheme Policy – RMS).
160 delegates from the motoring industry
and various car clubs were in attendance
at the conference, along with a few
hundred cars in the display area. Being
a club run, I was pleased to see that
there were a bunch of Regals along with
around 15 cars to show our support for
the day. For those who could not attend,
here’s a (very) brief rundown of the day’s
proceedings.
After introductions, the morning began
with a great presentation from Geoff
Seddon talking about what the hobby
means to us as individuals, and for those

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the second issue of Torque for
2012. I’ll keep this brief, as the prez hasn’t
left me much room on the page!
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We wanted to get this mag out in time for
our April meeting, but we also wanted
coverage of the Chryslers on the Murray,
which left us only a couple of weeks to
get the photos, layout the pages, write
a report and get the mag printed. We

Sez

“official” types, his speech perfectly
summed up our lifestyle.
Next Tony O’Donnell, discussed how the
uncertainty of the new VSCSS had caused
a huge drop in the aftermarket automotive sales industry along with many
other automotive related industries, but
he went on to explain that the ACMC
and RMS have never had a better line of
communication, and things will only get
better.
The next speaker was Duncan Gay, who
admitted to being a bit of a petrol head!
He also wasted no time in explaining
that he completely understands what
our hobby and passion means to us,
and he will listen to what we have to say.
He is keen to work through any of the
issues the public have, and announced
the formation of a Vehicle Standards
Working Group with representation
from the motor enthusiasts’ community,
engineer signatories, NSW Transport,
NSW Police and the RMS which would be
used to provide advice to the Road Safety
Advisement Council.
Next, Peter Wells then went on to
describe what his role is, and how they
arrive at certain decisions, and what they
are flagging for future review. That was
followed by a small question session
with Duncan Gay, before he had to leave
for prior arrangements.
At this point the official conference
began, and was chaired by Alan Hay
(Chairman for the Wollondilly Nationals).
Alan has been instrumental in connecting the ACMC with the RMS, and was
duly commended by Tony O’Donnell for
his efforts. The floor was opened up to
succeeded on almost all counts, but you’ll
notice that the COTM event report is a little
short. Unfortunately, Gordon Kyd, our
resident photographer and event reporter
wasn’t able to make it down to Albury
this year, but thanks to George Tatsis,
we managed to get some account of the
weekend, even if it is a short one. Not to
worry though, there are plenty of pics to
tell the story!
In this issue, we also begin our series of
articles on club members’ sheds by taking
a look at Daniel Morato’s awesome garage.

the delegates, and most questions were
quite interesting. Although I won’t go
into detail, some of the issues brought up
were roll cages, exhaust noise, defecting
cars, police enforcement of VSB14 and
more. The 4x4 crowd certainly had a lot
of questions too.
So what did I take away from the
conference?
Well most importantly, there is now a line
of communication between us and the
RMS. The VSCCS was introduced because
under the old scheme around 30% of the
engineers were not insured enough (or
at all). There were 52 engineers under the
old scheme (ECS). At this point in time,
45 licences have been given to engineers under the VSCCS, and there are
still 12 interviews to conduct along with
additional applications to look at. VSB14
is a guide, and if a qualified engineer is
happy he can test the integrity/safety of
modifications, then in the eyes of the
RMS, it is legal.
In Summary, the RMS has an organisation in the ACMC to consult on any future
changes or decisions that may affect our
hobby, and we as enthusiasts now have
the ear of the RMS. This can only be seen
as a hugely positive thing for our hobby
and passion, and we have the people
behind the ACMC to thank for it. For a more
comprehensive summary of the conference, please visit the ACMC website at:
www.confederationofmotorclubs.org.au
and sign up for their newsletter and
regular updates.
I’ll see you on the road.
Chris Mede - President
We’ve also got part four in the Plymouth
Barracuda ”Transformer” series, as well as
a couple more fun pics in the “Blast from
the past” section in the back.
I hope you enjoy!
Bruce Rayne - Editor
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Mopar Rumble 2012 dates
confirmed for the weekend
of 10th and 11th November!
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Suburban Sanctuary
A look inside Daniel Morato’s shed

Words and pics by Bruce Rayne.
A few weeks ago Regals club president
Chris Mede and I were lucky enough to
catch a brief glimpse of Daniel Morato’s
house and shed, for the purpose of
photographing his immaculate 1970
Dodge Challenger. We were using the
car as a template for the Mopar Rumble
2012 logo illustration, and needed some
photos to help the illustrator get the
proportions right (any excuse to go and
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check out some nice cars eh?). Once we
arrived, the warmth and hospitality of
Daniel and his wife Sally, combined with
the dazzling array of Mopar eye candy
made it almost impossible to leave.
The decision was made there and then
that we would like to feature Daniel’s
shed (and the toys within) in the club
magazine, and because Daniel is such an
easy-going guy, he agreed.

For those who don’t know Daniel, he’s
a Pharmacist (as is his wife) and his early
life was spent working his arse off, and
now all that hard work is paying off. He
and his wife have bought their dream
home in one of the “Ritzier” areas of
north-western Sydney, they have a 2
year old son called Dante, and another
due in May, and Daniel has been able
to design and build his backyard and
shed to suit his passion for Mopars.

For anyone who looks at this article
and thinks that Daniel is a “lucky son of
a bitch”, just remember that luck had
nothing to do with it.
The shed itself is a monstrous 3 door
garage, that could comfortably house
6 cars (even C-body) but it very nearly
didn’t get built. After submitting the
plans to the council, they described it as
“overcooked” for the area, and it looked
like they weren’t going to let it through.

Thankfully, the council in question came
to their senses, and once their fears of
a potential backyard business were
allayed, they let the construction go
ahead.
Of course, the truth is, it’s what’s inside
the shed that really counts. After getting past the high-tech security system,
Daniel’s meticulous nature can be seen
in every corner, with every car part and
knick-knack having its own home.

It’s also been given a very personal
touch, with various memorabilia and
trophies collected over many years,
proudly on display. And of course, no
shed would be complete without the
mandatory spare engine hanging on an
engine stand in the corner.
I should also mention that there are a
few cars in there too…
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Daniel searched for nearly 10 years looking
for an original, matching numbers E37 770
in a good colour combo. Daniel treated this
car to a full resto, returning it to its original
spring gold metallic.

Daniel’s “overcooked”
backyard cathedral.

Here’s one for
the “RT Police”
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What does a Mopar guy do with a
genuine XY GT rear spoiler? This drives
Daniel’s blue oval-loving mates crazy!

Daniel picked up this car as a rolling shell
with all the parts in boxes in 1999. He spent 5
years of afternoons and weekends restoring
it and converting it to RHD. The panels are file
finished and lead filled with over a thousand
hours in body and paint work. Daniel’s 13 year
old daughter Penelope will get the keys to
this fine example of American muscle as soon
as she gets her full licence. What a cool Dad!
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Young Dante always
helps Dad with the
steering when backing
the cars out of the shed.

This street-registered animal is well known at Sydney Dragway. Under the
bonnet is a 440 stroker with Indy heads, a Pro Systems 1000cfm carby and
9.0:1 comp. A full manual 727 gearbox puts power through to a Ford 9” diff.
Engine and trans were built by Norm at Northmead Automotive. This combo
saw this car dip into the 10s at last year’s Mopar Rumble, until the stewards
told him to go home and don’t come back until he’s installed a roll cage.

In the early 90s Daniel spotted this car advertised in the Trading Post. It was
already fitted with its current 360 4 speed combo. Unfortunately he missed
out on buying it, but 20 years later, he got a second chance, and picked it up
on eBay. The colour is “Bondi Bleach” and the mild 360 runs 6 shooter triple
carbs, 4 speed single rail and a 3.23 LSD 9” diff.
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THE MERRY MURRAY
Chryslers on the Murray Event Report
17th and 18th March 2012, Albury
Words by George “Dr Hood” Tatsis, pics by a whole bunch of Regals
Chryslers on the Murray is over for
another year and rain, hail and flooding
didn’t stop the Mopar community from
coming together for the annual meet in
2012. The weather leading up to COTM
was unpredictable, but it would seem
that a few prayers were answered with
the sun shining for the weekend. Unfortunately, the torrential rain on Friday left
the grounds a muddy quagmire, but
credit must go to the Albury Wodonga
Chrysler Club for pressing ahead and
making the show another great one.
On Friday night the Wellington Motel in
Wodonga was the venue for a BBQ for
Regals club members. The majority of
us turned up to say hello, though some
were late and unfortunately didn’t
make it.
Back in North Albury, the inner west
crew (“Spartan Regals” as Gordo likes
to call us) had the pleasure of sharing
camp with the NSW PT Club, as well
as the VIC PT Club. During our stay, we
found out some of the serious gossip
and politics going on between rival PT
clubs! It was great to catch up with Colin
(Black PT) and the gang as they have the
same shared respect for us as a club as
we do for them, regardless of the cars
we drive.
There were plenty of familiar faces,
people we know who own beautiful
Mopars, but the cars were nowhere to
be seen; some still in project stage and
others didn’t want to make the long trip
with this ridiculous weather.
There was some confusion caused by
the surprise closure of the Ettamogah
pub. With the Saturday tradition of
heading to the ‘mogah in ruins, some
people were left unsure of where to go
and what to do. However, as people
turned up to the show on Saturday they
were told to head to the Woolshed.
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Once again, it was a good turnout
with some ripper cars, considering the
weather’s recent mood swings.
The main event on Sunday saw a
turnout of almost 700 cars, which is
testament to the passion of the Mopar
fans, considering the grounds were
muddy and surrounding areas of NSW
were flooded. I witnessed some torrential rain on the way down which even
managed to crack my windscreen. In
saying this though, I do know of many
people who didn’t make the trip down,
so I’m sure the car numbers would have
been much higher if the weather conditions had been more favourable.
2012 saw the Regals enjoy more of a
relaxed COTM. Although there were
plenty of Regals members around,
there weren’t as many Regals cars as
there have been in previous years. This
meant that the club wasn’t as well represented at the show, however, some
club members still managed to pick up
very important trophies, indicating that
the club was still represented by quality.
There wasn’t much to report this year,
but the following photos should give
you a good idea of the incredibly high
standard of cars competing, and if you
weren’t there this year, they should
serve as encouragement to get yourselves down next year.
Congratulations to the following Regals
trophy winners: Romeo Susnjara won
Top 5 Australian, as well as Car of the
Show with his 1972 VH 770 Charger.
Andrew & Julie Whitlock won Best
Chrysler by Chrysler with their CH
Chrysler by Chrysler and Tony Luci
won Best Centura with his 1976 Chrysler
Centura. John Avouris took out the
small block HP award in the Dyno comp
with his VJ Valiant Charger E55 at 474hp.
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Congrats to Romeo
Susnjara, “Car of the
show” trophy winner.

16

These two cars represent
50 years of the Valiant, the
theme of this year’s COTM.
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Transformer

Part 4

Words and pics by
Chris Mede

6.

Chantal Hawkins’ 1968 426ci Hemi Plymouth Barracuda Fastback
build.
Welcome to Part 4 of the continuing build of Chantal Hawkins 1968
Hemi Barracuda.
Since getting the car back from the auto electricians, it’s been full steam
ahead. We’ve been so busy that it really was hard to cull down the
photos to show everything we’ve been up to. In this instalment you’ll
see that we’ve finally got a radiator and thermo fans fitted up. The brake
booster has been mounted, along with the plumbing for the vacuum
pump. We’ve fitted the coil along with the power steering and overflow
reservoirs. The diff and gearbox are finally in the car, and for the first
time the Cuda is rolling on those huge rear tyres. After finding out that the front tyres hit the guards when steering,
we’ve had to notch the front area for clearance. Some internet research showed that in the day, it was a reasonably
common mod in the US, but I’ve never seen any cars that have retained the wheel arch mould. Finally, one of the
things we’ve been dreading since we started this project is modifying the rear seat to fit between the tubs. It wasn’t
easy by any means, but we got it to work. Anyway, I’ll let the photos tell the story...

1.

2.

Out with the old, and in with the new. Because we are running so
many non-factory accessories, we went with a 14 circuit Painless (or
Painful as they are most commonly called) wiring kit. At the same
time, our mate Shane Kelly (auto electrician) fitted an alarm and
remote central locking.

A small example of the new loom. This loom carries power to
the stuff in the engine bay like the coil, distributor, sensors etc.
Unfortunately, this photo doesn’t do Shane’s expert work justice,
but never the less, we were all very impressed with the quality of
work. The rest of the loom is out of sight under the guards.

3.
Here’s a shot of the valve and plumbing for the vacuum pump to the
booster. We still have to mount it to the body, and fabricate a cover of
some description. Top centre of this photo shows the hidden wiring
loom that comes from the cabin, and goes to the lights, blinkers and
thermos fans etc.

4.

After countless hours on the net trying to find a radiator/thermo
fan set up that would fit, we ended up going with a tried and true
combo. The radiator is from a CL/CM Valiant, and the thermo fans
are BA/BF Falcon.

5.
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7.
Here’s the finished deal. Like everything in this engine bay, the
thermo fans were a tight fit to say the least. The matching Billet
Specialties power steering and radiator overflow tanks look the
business too.

8.

Here’s the diff housing built by Regals member Terry Cartwright. As
you can see, there’s not a lot left of the original 8 ¾ housing. With
the extra strength added with the bracing, this diff will perform as
well as it looks.

9.
Here’s a bit of detail showing the bracing that was added to the
housing. 33 spline Mark Williams axles and screw in studs will hold
up to the punishment.

10.

Until we get the centre, we’ve used a bit of tube to keep the axles
parallel. The leaf springs will be sent away for resetting after we sort
out the final ride height.

11.
The moment of truth! This is the first time the car has rolled on its
new wheel and tyre combo. Everything sits well, and there’s still
room for the discs and rear brake backing plates.

12.

Next we fitted the shifter cable, inhibitor switch and trans dipstick to
the freshly built 727. We still need to get a speedo cable, and have
our trans cooling lines made.

13.
Although the radiator is about as thin as they get, we still had modify
the fan shrouds heavily to make it all work. Once the radiator has
been detail, it will look (and hopefully work) a treat.
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This shot shows the new master cylinder and dual diaphragm
booster. The original bracket was modified to make it work. The
clearance is good, and you can access all of the spark plug tubes.
Note the vacuum pump hose between the body and the booster.
We will be adding a torque bracket at this point, and it will “neaten”
things up.

Torque converter is from Coan Engineering in the US, and thankfully
after sending them the engine specs they could provide us with
an “off the shelf” unit. The savings over a custom made unit were
substantial.
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14.

On with the B & M flex plate and we’re about ready to install the
gearbox.

15.

22.
23.

Here’s a shot of the gearbox fitted, showing a bit of detail underneath.
The poor old VC in the background is patently waiting for its garage
space back!

16.

Something we didn’t initially count on was clearance issues with
the new front tyres. After doing a bit of researching on the net, it
seems it was a common problem for drag racers back in the day.
This pick shows the wheel turned slightly to the right. The clearance
was fine when the wheels are straight.

17.
In order to start modifying the passenger side guard, we had to
enlist the help of friend and panel beater Mick Zammit, to beat out a
large dent to a point where it was straight enough for me to cut. The
final panel beating will be done down the track.

18.

Here’s a shot after I had folded and “lipped” the guard. I managed to
coerce the wheel arch mould to fit the new profile. I’m quite happy
with the way it turned out, and more importantly, the tyre now
clears the guard.

21.
Now for the part we’ve been dreading! Note the two bolt holes on
the hinge for the back of the rear seat. We had to move them inwards
65mm each to clear the tubs, while still keeping the functionality of
the folding seat.

20

24.
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With the back of the seat narrowed and held together with tech
screws, we were able to bolt on the hinges and fit it in place. You’ll
now see why we removed the strips in sections. We didn’t want
the folding mechanism assembly off to one side. The new joins are
right in the middle of the four vertical ribs on the back plate.

25.
While we wanted the front of the seat to appear full width, we had
to narrow the rear section of the springs, so it could fit into the now
narrowed rear frame.

26.
Once the guard was cut, I started to fold the new edge. Thankfully a
pro will finish the job when the time comes, but for know it will do.

20

This photo shows the two 65mm strips taken from the back plate,
and the two 65mm sections removed from the frame. It will become
clearer why we removed the strips in two sections.

Now that the guard has been beaten to a reasonable shape, we
marked it out for cutting. The tape with the X’s marks the part we
are removing. The part between the two strips of paint represents
the area to be folded to make the new lip.

19.

20.

The first step after dismantling the seat is to drill out all of the spot
welds removing the back plate from the frame. The back plate forms
the floor when the seat is folded down.

27.

This was achieved by removing 65mm of the horizontal bar at
strategic sections so we could still mount the coil springs to the
base.

Due to a lack of space, we’ve skipped a few steps here, but this is the
end result. The upholsterer has a bit of work cut out for him, but it
shouldn’t be too much of an issue.

In the next instalment we’ll cover the refurbishment and installation of the rear brakes. We should have a centre in
the diff, and with some luck the custom rear shock set up and hand brake assembly will be done. We’ll also show
you the trick custom boot area fit-out. The car will then take a trip to the trimmers for new carpets, head liner and
seat covers. Around the same time, all brake lines will be made and plumbed up, and the car will be measured
up for custom seatbelts. Once all of that is done, the next step is to fabricate set of custom extractors, and exhaust
system. After that it’s a matter of sorting out the fuel system from custom tank to hi flow pump, regulator and
lines. Anyway, stay tuned for the next instalment of ”Transformer”.

21

REGALS TORQUE
REGALS TORQUE

21

BLAST FROM THE PAST
MOPAR
SPECIALIST

• Custom hand made diffs
• Diff modifications
• Chassis and race car modifications

• Custom axles and diff components supplied
• Brake modifications and conversions
• All types of custom machining

Contact Terry 0432 017 592

10% Discount for members of the Regals Mopar Car Club

(02) 8838 7111

Make no mistake, this is one cool dude! Straddling his hot mustard VG hardtop Regal is George “Dr Hood” Tatsis around 15 years ago. And
he didn’t want any distractions in the photo either, so he’s taken to the pics with a pair of scissors, so that you know just where to look!

ASK FOR NICK

Do you have any embarrassing old photos of yourself and an old vehicle? If so, we’d love to see them! Send your scans to info@regals.com.au.

CLUB CONTACTS
PRESIDENT
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Public Officer
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Simon Griffiths
Ph: 0425 350 002
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Plates Registrar
Raf Jelicich
Ph: 0431 485 741

SECRETARY
Michelle Griffiths
Ph: 0425 236 022
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Club Run Co-Ordinator
George Tatsis
Ph: 0410 006 710
Email: dart383@optusnet.com.au

TREASURER
Andrew Mede
Ph: 0412 164 376
Email: andrewmede@optusnet.com.au

Events Photographer & Reporter
Gordon Kyd
Ph: 0401 585 905
Email: gskyd@pacific.net.au
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Webmaster AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bruce Rayne
Ph: 0401 671 400
Email: mail@branchus.com.au
Committee Member
Andrew Pana
Ph: 0450 426 383
Email: plymouthduster383@hotmail.com

Specialising in the restoration & preservation of classic Chrysler cars & components

10%nt for

ou
Disc als Club
Reg mbers
Me

Committee Member
Leam McGrady
Ph: 0423 285 271

www.pentastarparts.com.au
Phone +61 2 9608 8888 • Fax +61 2 9608 8910
PO Box 70, Hoxton Park NSW 2171 • 1c / 7 Lyn Parade, Hoxton Park NSW 2171
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