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Mopar Rumble 2012
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The 2012 design features
a Dodge SRT-10 at front
and centre, S Series Val
on the left and a 1970
Challenger on the right.

Available at Regals general meetings, or by contacting the club at info@regals.com.au
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May 2013 President’s Report
Hi all. I’ll start with the news that seemed
to have everyone talking over the past
couple of months—the future of the
Mopar Rumble event. There were plenty
of rumours in circulation, and it never
ceases to amaze me how quick word gets
around in our community! Well, here’s the
real story behind the future of the event…

However, after a very positive meeting
with Sydney Dragway management we
still have use of the track on the 10th of
November, and an event of similar proportions will go ahead. Just how big and successful it will be will be determined by the
effort that our own members are willing
to put in. Either way, a new format should
be seen as a positive move forward for the
sustainability of the Mopar Rumble event,
and I’m sure this will be great news to all
of the loyal supporters of the Rumble. So
keep the 10th of November free…

These shirts look
incredible, so grab yours
before they run out!

each

Prez
Basically, the way that the event was
organised and run in the past has proven
to be unsustainable. The workload was
simply too much for the small number
of volunteers. Additionally, due to the
chance of bad weather, along with a drop
in spectator numbers, it just wasn’t financially viable. So it was looking like it might
not go ahead, at least for 2013.

Available in black
or white in a variety
of sizes.

All shirts

The

FROM THE EDITOR
Hello all, this issue has been a real
struggle. My full time job has been
ridiculously busy, which has left me with
very little time for working on club-related
tasks. This issue of Torque is already a
month late, and it has still been a mad
scramble to get it finished in time for the
May meeting.
But here it is, and I hope everyone enjoys
it. I must thank everyone who participated
in the Torque magazine online survey,
your feedback was very helpful. Everyone
seems to enjoy the magazine, and we
will be using some of the suggestions in
future issues.
It seems that everyone likes reading the
“in the build” articles, but unfortunately
we will soon run out of material unless
someone in the club steps up and shares

Sez

Now onto other matters. After a downturn
in numbers to our club runs, we as a committee decided to go back to basics and
revisit some of the sites around Sydney
that were popular with our members in
the early days of the club. We decided that
the club would pay for the food and drinks
for the first two runs of this year, and the
results have been fantastic. We had a great
turn out at our run to Warragamba Dam,
which is always a popular spot, and our
run to Wisemans Ferry was even bigger,
with a great turnout of members and
their families. This year we are going to
continue putting emphasis on our runs, as
in the end that’s what a majority of our
members joined the club for in the first
place.
At the start of April we had our second
Annual Mopar Swap Meet. The weather
was great, and so was the turnout. A big
thanks must go out to George and Romeo
for their efforts on this one and you can
check out the pics online, and in this
newsletter.
This year marked the first time I missed
Chryslers on the Murray since I started
going. From all reports it was another
great show, and a few of our members
took home some tinware to throw on the
shelf. Congratulations to Regals members
their experiences. It’s not difficult, it’s
just a matter of taking photos while you
work, then sending them to us with a
small caption for each image. If you’d like
to help us out by having your resto in
the magazine, please send us an email at
info@regals.com.au.
This issue has a fun little article written
by club member Bob Nix. He kept a diary
of his trip south for the Chryslers By The
Bay show in Geelong. On his way down
he stopped in at Michie Street Motors, and
took a few snaps of some of the amazing
Mopars being built down there.
We have a pictorial event report of the
Chryslers on the Murray. Unfortunately we
had no volunteers for a written report, but
we managed to get some amazing photos
from various club members. Our thanks go
out to all members who contributed photos
for this issue. We have some fantastic
amateur photographers in the club!

Mike Looke and Andrew Whitlock for
taking out the 1st and 2nd place trophies
respectively in the “Best Chrysler By
Chrysler” category. Last year’s “Car of
the Show” winner Romeo Susnjara took
out “Best VH Charger”. Chris Redondo
took out “Best New Hemi” and “Best
Overall Horsepower” with a cracking 655.2
rwhp. Our Canberra members were well
represented too with Mark Sattler taking
out the “Best Centura” category and the
man of the day Mark Williams—also from
Canberra—taking out “Top 5 Australian”,
“Chrysler Action Magazine Editors Choice”
and the big one, “Elko Performance Car of
the Show”! That’s two years in a row that
a Regals member has taken out “Car of
the Show”. Is anyone building something
special? Could it be three years in a row
in 2014? Regardless to say, I booked my
accommodation for next year’s COTM
right away, and I’m looking forward to it.
One last thing, please set aside Friday the
29th of November as we are having our
Christmas Party at “The Garage” in Sydney
Motorsport Park. More details will follow,
but it should be a ripper!
I’ll see you on the road.
Chris Mede – President
We also have a few photos from the
Regals’ 2nd Annual Mopar-only swap
meet. It was a great day, and by all
accounts a complete success.
Gordon has the final instalment of his
“novice’s work in progress” article. No
doubt many of you have seen the results
of his work, and his immaculate attention
to detail in the VE’s engine bay.
And lastly we have the final (for
now) instalment of the ’68 Barracuda
“Transformer” article. I think Chris and
Andrew Mede got a few premature grey
hairs during the final push to get the
engineer’s approval.
In the next issue we will be running a
feature on Andrew Whitlock and his
beautiful CH Chrysler by Chrysler, so that’s
one to look forward to.
I hope you enjoy the magazine!
Bruce Rayne - Editor
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BOB’S CRUISE DIARY
7th — 10th March 2013, words and pics by Bob Nix

Here we go, it’s 6.30am Thursday 7th March and I’m reversing up the drive in my trusty AP6
318-powered ute. I've got a small bag of comfortable driving clothes (ie stubbies & t-shirts).
First stop today will be Yass for fuel and coffee about 3 hours down the road. The ute runs
fine. First stop has gone by, next stop Albury. Buy Saturday lottery tickets. I’m leaving NSW
now for overnight motel in Benalla. Friendly motelier always has a couple of cold beers to
share. I think he likes a drink. Good pub a short walk down the road for more beer and a
good feed. 651 kms travel today, no problem Friday.
8th March breakfast at the
motel dining room, talk to some
guys staying at the motel and
working in the district. Fire up
the ute about 8am, nip around
the corner for fuel and off I
go. Plenty of time today I will go
the long way. Shepperton rolls by,
next town Elmore. This town has a
mechanical workshop full of all things Chrysler, Dodge Valiant and all the Mopar products.
Lots under restoration. Exchange pleasantries and off again. Bendigo goes by, then
Castlemaine the street rod centre for Australia. Next stop Daylesford for some lunch and
a coffee. Talk to some of the butch ladies who regularly gather in this town for the Victorian
long weekend celebrations. Some of the comments went like ‘God mate your ute’s shit-hot’.
I was impressed, better get out of here or they might steal it. Ballarat rolls by, it’s just a
press of the accelerator now and I’m in Geelong. Destination for the weekend and a great
time to be had with the Bay City Chrysler Club Members plus lots of visitors. It’s about my
sixth year, although I missed 2012. Motel pre-booked and I checked-in about 3 o’clock. It’s
pretty hot and I’ve bought a box of XXXX tins; love the stuff. 399 kms today.
REGALSTORQUE
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Saturday 9th. Out of bed and over to the Geelong waterfront, only about a 5 minutes
trip down from the motel. Parked up the ute in a prime position so as to view all the good
looking sheilas go about their exercise on a beautiful Saturday morning (yep I’m still
young enough). Lots of blokes want to talk about the ute and the time passes quickly. It’s
1.30 before I know it, so up to the Botanical Gardens to meet with all the cruisers for
a 2.30 departure. Goodbyes and handshakes all round. About 33 cars for the cruise.
It’s a great ride, no traffic lights, beautiful roads and scenery. Queenscliff, Ocean
Grove, Barwon Heads, Torquay, parking up at all these spots for photo opportunities. It’s
a long weekend so lots of people holidaying in this area. It’s really hot so we forgo the
clubhouse at Geelong Showground and head back to the Botanical Gardens which is
close to the water (cooler) and a feed of great pizzas that the club supplied, and clever
blokes like me bring some cold cans in the esky. Said goodnight about 8.30pm and head
for the motel; it’s a big day tomorrow.
Sunday 10th. Up early after I realised the ute has not been washed since home. Find a
servo car wash quick, go over and blow dry. Down the highway fast to dry off and to
the beautiful grounds of Geelong Grammar School. Cars already gathered, some trade
stalls & swappers, never a monster show. This year 233 cars, but for me it’s getting
there and meeting new people (and by now old friends I’ve made over the last 20 odd
years). All good people. Continual talking while looking at some great cars. Before you
know it presentation time has arrived. I can’t win a trophy, can’t even win a raffle prize,
bloody good prizes too. Say goodbyes to the 40 odd people I’ll meet next weekend in
Albury. Neil one of the fellas and his wife Anne offered me a bed at their home in
Bendigo. I accepted and tell them I will arrive tomorrow Monday 11th. Back to the motel
it’s about 4pm can’t drink too much have to go back to the Gateway Motel at 6.30 for
a sit down feed with the Bay City Chrysler fellas and their wives. Would you believe one
Can anyone guess
what this is?

couple rang the motel and told the lady they would pick me up at 6pm so I could enjoy a
drink at the pub? Like I say, great friendly people. Back to the motel 9.30pm into bed.
What a great 4 days travel for weekend. 154 kms cruise and out to the show & shine.
Bob.
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Chryslers on the Murray
16th and 17th March 2013, Albury
Pics by a whole bunch of Regals
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Let’s go to the swap!
The Regals Mopar Car Club’s 2nd Annual Swap Meet
7th April 2013, The Croatian Club Braca Radic, Schofields
Photos by Bruce Rayne
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Transformer

Part 8

Words and pics by
Chris Mede

Welcome to Part 8 of the continuing build
of Chantal Hawkins’ 1968 Hemi Barracuda.
Well folks, this may be the last instalment
of the Transformer article for a while as
the Cuda is now registered, and on the
road. The last time I wrote, we had met
the deadline to get the car to the Rumble,
which was a great achievement. After
taking the car home from the Rumble, we
put it in the garage and closed the door —
for three months. Due to the exhaustion
of organising the Rumble and slogging it
on the car to the last minute, my brother
and I needed a well-earned break. So apart
from a few start ups here and there, very
little happened until early February. Then I decided to
get the ball rolling again, and booked the engineer to
come and have a look at it. He told me over the phone
that the car would be required to pass a high speed
brake test, and he already had the track booked for the
7th of March. So that became the new deadline to have
the car completely finished minus the paint and panel.
The mad rush was on again.
So on the 20th of February we had the engineer out
to inspect our work. As you could imagine with all of
the time and energy, not to mention the money that
has been put into the car, I was a little nervous leading
up to the visit. I had confidence that the quality of our
work was fine, and we had followed “Vehicle standards
bulletin 14” for modifications to light vehicles, but you
never know if the engineer is going to knock something
back. My big concerns were the spring relocation kit (in
essence you are not supposed to cut the chassis), the
engine clearance with the inner guard and the steering
column, the fuel tank set up and the location of the fuel
pump. Anyway, the inspection time came around and
after spending around 90 minutes looking at the car,
this is the homework list he left us with:
• a hose clamp on the vacuum line to the booster
(which we fitted while he was there)
• the throttle return spring upgraded to a sprung steel
spring
• a battery box to be fitted (even though it’s a gel
battery with no fumes)
• amber globes in the blinkers
• headlights with the parkers in them (they are currently
in the blinkers)
• a copy of the import approval document
• the car weight.
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Additionally, the bonnet scoop was too high, so we
had to build a scoop in front of it (like a ramp) to lessen
the severity of it.
As mentioned earlier, he also required a high speed
brake test to be done at Sydney Dragway on the 7th
of March.
He had a really good look at the engine clearance
and noted it was “tight”, but didn’t knock it back. He
was more concerned over the strength of the engine
mounts. He approved the car for retractable seatbelts
(we fitted mounting plates in the roof area the week
before) and he approved the car for child restraints.
He didn’t spend much time underneath the rear of the
car, although he took a few photos. He didn’t mention
the tank, pump, spring relocation set up, handbrake set
up or wheel tubs, but again took photos of these areas,
and listed the mods. He did however comment to his
offsider on how neat the car was underneath. Finally,
he asked if it was loud and I said yes, would you like
me to start it? He said “no, if it’s loud, it’s loud. Make
it quieter!”
So with the inspection on the 20th of Feb and the test
on the 7th of March, it left very little time to get the car
ready for a high speed brake test. The brakes weren’t
working properly for some reason, the exhaust had
to be sorted, the seat belts had to be fitted, a wheel
alignment had to be done, the car had to be weighed at
a certified weigh bridge plus the other mods he wanted
us to do and we only had 2 weeks.
The day after the inspection, we loaded the car on a
trailer and took it to the weigh bridge. 1660kg was the
final figure. That afternoon we took the car to Blacktown
to the brake shop, plus I spoke to the seatbelt fitters
and the exhaust shop along with the tyre shop to get

the alignment done. Luckily for me they were all in the
same complex.
Fast forward a few days to Monday the 26th, and the
brake shop called me. They’d changed the pedal ratio,
and were recommending a vacuum tank be fitted. They
said that should fix the brake problem. What a relief! I
told him to go ahead and then send it over to the guys
at the exhaust shop. They were to do a db reading,
and quote on what needed to be done to quieten it
down. I also had to check in and talk to the seatbelt
guys so they could get started. I told all of the different
people working on the car (brakes/seatbelts/exhaust/
alignment) that I needed to pick the car up on the Friday
before the brake test so we could have the weekend to
do all of the other mods that the engineer requested.
When we picked up the car from the complex on the
Friday afternoon, we unfortunately were given the
news that the brakes were better, but not good enough
to pass a high speed test. The brake guys were at a bit
of a loss which had me concerned. They’d fitted the
vacuum canister and a second set of softer pads, but
they couldn’t bed the pads in because it was raining.
To add to that, we’d also lost reverse gear for some
reason. We had to take the car home anyway as we
only had that weekend to do all the alterations/mods
that the engineer had requested. The guys at the brake
shop told us to try and bed the pads in, and if it’s not
better bring it back on Monday.
On the plus side, the exhaust had been finished,
and the car was now legal. It started at about 115db
(measured 450mm off diagonally behind the tailpipe
at 3000rpm). A balance pipe took the noise down to
106db, and finally a set of custom made stainless steel
tri flow (flows rearwards then forwards and then to the
rear again) had the exhaust note at an average of 94db
which is 2db under the required 96db limit. I have to
admit that when I was told about the 94db reading over
the phone, I was concerned the car wouldn’t be loud
enough and sound as cool as it did, but I needn’t have
worried. Although it’s quieter, it still sounded tough
as, and it has given the car more power. The throttle
is really responsive, and the serpentine belt make it
sound like it has gear drives as now you can actually
hear the engine. Some of the back pressure that was
lost from the massive collectors is now back in the
system, and that makes more HP.
The front retractable seatbelts had been installed too,
and they look great, plus the wheel alignment had
been finished just before we picked the car up. We
got it home and over the weekend we did all of the
changes the engineer had requested. Come 6.00pm on
Sunday evening we took the car out on the road to bed
the brake pads in. The brakes were a lot better, but not
good enough in my opinion, so a decision was made
to get the car back to the brake shop for them to try
something else, but I didn’t know what. On the plus
side, the car felt quick, quite quick.

I got the car back to the brake shop on Monday
afternoon, and they said leave it with them. They
sounded confident, and I told them we’d pick it up
on Thursday morning (the day of the test) and if they
finished it earlier to get it over to the seat belt mob
to fit the rear belts. As requested I supplied the brake
shop with the original brake booster just in case, as
they thought the Hoppers Stoppers booster may be
the weak point. Anyway, I hadn’t heard anything from
them, so late Wednesday afternoon I called them
to see how the car was. They said “we’ve got major
problems”. Long story short, they had fitted the old
booster and rebuilt the original master cylinder, but
the fire wall was flexing under braking and the pedal
was twisting under pressure. I asked what they were
doing about it, and they said they were flat out, and
the car was at the other place getting the rear seat belts
fitted. They asked me to ring mid morning on Thursday
because they were going to take another look at it.
Well you could imagine what was going through my
mind! If we didn’t make it to the brake test we had no
idea when the engineer was going to hire the track
again. Could be months. On the other hand if we
turned up and failed the test we would still have to pay
the substantial cost for the exercise. To add to that, we
had a Regals general meeting on that night too, so my
stress levels were pretty high. My brother was taking
the next day off anyway so he could trailer the car from
the brake place to the dragway for the engineer’s test.
We decided that the brake mob had either given up
or were out of options, so we were going to pick the
car up at 9.00am and bring it back to our place to try
and fix it. The way we saw it was that we had 4 solid
hours to brace up the area or fabricate anything that
was required to get the car to pass the test.
So we rocked up unannounced to collect the car, and
to my surprise they had already been working on it for
a while. The main mechanic said he didn’t sleep either,
racking his brain on how to fix the problem. Andrew
and I said we’d do anything to help, so they gave us a
softer set of pads (3rd set) to fit while they made two
thick braces to stop the booster from moving. They
had already welded a brace across the pedal to stop it
from twisting. Once that was all done there was a quick
bedding in of the pads around the complex, and the
brakes seemed to work well. So we were back on track,
(or so we thought, but that would have been too easy).
As soon as we were about to put the car on the trailer,
the oil filter ruptured (from rubbing on the sway bar)
and started spewing out oil. So we unhooked the
trailer and drove around to the spare parts shop and
found a narrower filter (for a Nissan Pulsar) and fitted it.
I should also mention that due to the bent brake pedal,
it inadvertently left the brake lights stuck on all night at
the seatbelt place and completely drained the battery.
This created a heap of problems. First of all, we didn’t
have time to charge it because the test was in two and a
half hours. Also, the engineer wanted to see the battery
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box I had fitted to it, and you can’t fit it unless the cables
are attached. We didn’t want to buy a new one due to
the expense, and we couldn’t buy a cheap one, because
we couldn’t mount it to anything because of the billet
battery holder. So it meant strapping another battery to
the dead one and hoping the engineer wouldn’t be too
concerned about it.
Two hours later we put some petrol in the car and got it
to the track. We didn’t know where the test was being
conducted, but we thought it was in the pit area, so we
unloaded the car there. We spent the next 15 minutes
doing high speed runs and bedding the brakes in.
Unfortunately the engineer was an hour late and it was
stinking hot, plus I was sleep-deprived and stressed
from the morning’s antics. As it happens, the test was
to be on the return road and the braking area at the
end of the drag strip, not the pit area where we were
fanging around at. Funnily enough, no one from the
dragway staff said anything to us about what we were
doing in the pit area.
Well here’s a brief account of what happened next. The
engineer tested the exhaust note, and then he asked
me what else was on the list to look at. I don’t think he
even had a copy of it! He took a digital photo of the stuff
we had done as I showed him over the car. He didn’t
seem to be fussed at all over the battery situation. As
I mentioned earlier, I had to build a ramp in front of
the Hemi scoop so it passed the height test. I stuck
it on with gaffer tape in front of him. He said “How
semi-permanent is this?” I said nothing, knowing it was
going in the bin later on that day.
Next he got in the driver’s seat while Andrew rode
in the passenger seat. He hooked up some brake
calibration gear and did around 5 or 6 runs from
100km/h to a dead stop. When he drove back over
and parked, I looked at Andrew’s expression as he
got out of the car for an indication as to how it went.
I wasn’t quite sure what to make of the fact Andrew
was shaking his head as if to say WTF? Turns out he
didn’t know how to use a reverse pattern manual shift

1.

gearbox, so he got Andrew to change gears for him.
Then his brake calibration equipment packed it in half
way during the test. He did however have some sort of
GPS that recorded everything, and he said he’d refer to
that. Once he’d finished that, he then looked under the
car and said, “Make sure you pump up the tyres when
you go for a blue slip”. I asked why, and he said “those
new mufflers aren’t 100mm of the ground (which is the
minimum ground clearance)”.
With that he said “You guys are free to go”. We took the
car back to the pits and loaded it on the trailer. I tore
the ridiculous “semi-permanent” ramp off the bonnet,
and Andrew and I headed to “The Winston” for a beer.
You’d think that beer would have tasted great, but we
were so exhausted from the morning and stuffed from
the heat that it wasn’t as good as it should have been.
It’s funny, Andrew and I both agreed that after all of the
stress, it was actually a bit of an anticlimax really. It was
over and done with so quickly. Anyway, with that said
it was a total relief to know that the car just needed a
blue slip and rego to be terrorising the streets!
The next day we contacted the mob who built the
gearbox to see if they could shed some light on where
our reverse gear had gone. Once we’d made it clear
that we were not taking out the gearbox and bringing it
to him (as he requested), a deal was struck. We took the
car to St Marys autos where they made an adjustment
to fix the issue. The original gearbox mob picked up the
tab. Apparently the guy at St Marys Autos had to put
the car inside the shop during the two days it was there
because people kept coming over and wanting to talk
about it which was stopping him from working!

Once the plate was behind the cut section, I measured and drilled
for pop rivets so they could hold the plate in place while the cuts
were welded up.

5.

Here’s the plate fitted and held in place with the pop rivets.

6.
The cuts I made were welded up and ground flat. The engineer
was more than content with the strength of the area to support the
fitment of retractable belts. We had the seatbelt shop fit 250mm drop
links so the belts don’t feel like they were choking you.

We couldn’t conduct the high speed brake test without seatbelts,
so that was where I started. The car originally came fitted with
retractable lap belts. Although there was a provision to mount a lap/
sash style belt there was no bracing in the roof.

8.
After speaking to an expert about fitting the belts, he gave me these
plates to install in the roof. The only problem was how to get them
in there.
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First I made some cuts with the angle grinder using a fine blade.
Then after cutting the backing plates to size, I pealed back the metal
and slid them in behind.

Anyway, that about sums up things for now. Once we
pull the driveline out to paint and detail the underside
of the car I’ll do another article, and I suppose the final
one will be once the car is completely finished after a
new paint job. For now, I hope you‘ve enjoyed watching
the progress of transforming this stock-as-a-rock cruiser
into the beast it is today!

2.
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3.

This shot shows where the retractor unit is mounted. Again, plates
were used to strengthen the area. They are beautifully tucked away
beside the seat, and won’t be tripped over as passengers enter the
rear seat.

This car was always intended to be a cruiser, and that means bringing
the kids along too. To that end these anchors were fitted so quickrelease child restraints can be added at any time. As the kids get older,
these points can be used for harnesses for the rear passengers on top
of the lap belts already fitted.
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15.

9.

10.

Here’s a photo of the engineer using his disk contraption to illustrate
that the Hemi scoop was too high and hence illegal. I argued that
they were factory-fitted on a number of vehicles. He pointed to the
suspension and brake mods and told me I was not building a factory
replica. Engineer 1 - Me 0.

To please the engineer, this is how I got around the problem. At
his suggestion I mocked up a ramp to sit in front of the scoop. As
ridiculous as it seems, this now makes the scoop legal in the eyes
of the RMS.

11.

These lights are so much better than the factory fitted items. For $100
and a bit of work, it’s a great mod for your Val. In fact, Andrew did the
same to his VC shortly after.

16.
17.

It’s not pretty, but this is what was required to stop the flex in the
firewall. We will be reviewing and strengthening the whole area
before the car is handed to the owner, but at this point we just had
to pass the test.

Here’s the ramp fitted to the front of the scoop. It’s made out of ply
and braced with 12mm x 12mm pine. The finish is Dulux “Duct Tape”
Incidently, the ramp is now for sale if anyone is interested.

18.
12.

I noticed that while we were bedding in the brakes, the suspension
really winds up when taking off (just as you would expect), so we
fitted this trick looking adjustable pinion snubber which was sourced
from the states.

The morning of the brake test, and we are still franticly trying to
get the car to pull up. We fitted some even softer pads while the
mechanic at the brake shop made some bracing for the booster.

Here we are at on the return road of Sydney Dragway. The car is just
about to be tested. The actual testing was conducted in the braking
area of the track.

19.

13.
New and old. As per the engineer’s requirements we fitted halogen
headlights that dipped to left. The parkers have been moved from the
blinkers to the headlights.

14.

A small bit of metal had to be removed from the headlight support
to accommodate the wire and globe for the parkers.
Well after a pass from the engineer the car is back on the trailer and we are off to the pub. Hey, what
happened to the ramp in front of the scoop?
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WORK IN PROGRESS

PART 3: The Finish Line
The story so far…
After getting my rebuilt
engine back from Melbourne,
I dropped it into my restored
engine bay only to find that
I was left with an annoying
exhaust leak.

On the morning of 15th September 2012 after a very enjoyable and
long overdue night on the turps,
the “slant rebuild and engine
bay tidy up” officially came to
an end when the hotbox exhaust
leak was sorted out thanks to the
help of Andy and Chris Mede.
It turned out that the inlet &
exhaust manifolds were originally
fitted together crookedly. This
meant that one part of the hotbox
was not sealed properly and the

gasket eventually blew out at
that point. The first attempt was
to fix the leak by replacing the
hotbox gasket without removing
the manifolds where they were
loosened and the new gasket was
slipped in between them. After
starting the engine, it was obvious that the leak at the hotbox
was resolved only to have it move
to the join between the exhaust
manifold and the block. This
then blew the exhaust manifold
gasket. Unfortunately the intake
and exhaust manifolds had to be
removed completely so that a new
exhaust manifold gasket could
be installed. Cleaning away the
remnants of the old gasket was a
bitch of a task and I’m sure I saw
Chris smirking at my discomfort
as I scraped away with a razor
blade, while I hunched over the

Chris and Simon preparing to drop the slant back
into the Valiant using a forklift. This method
of approach was abandoned when the forklift
couldn’t raise the engine high enough thanks to
the forklit guard hitting the garage roof.

front quarter panels at an awkward angle. For extra insurance
against leakage, Andy applied
exhaust sealant on both the new
gaskets and when the manifolds
were bolted back into place, the
engine was started for a second
time. Much to our collective joy,
the “throaty note” of the leak
was replaced by a much quieter
engine idle and the healthy sound
of air being sucked through the
carby. Now with the leak gone,
the Valiant had some extra getup-and-go in 1st gear and it was
fantastic to finally have my nice
quiet slant back. The VE made its
first public appearance at Mopar
Rumble 2012 with its refreshed
slant and shiny new engine bay, I
couldn’t have thought of a better
occasion for it to have its maiden
outing!

In this photo, the slant is almost ready to start
with all hoses and fuel lines connected, the
dizzy installed, the radiator in place, the master
cylinder and brakes bled with only the battery
needing to be connected.

This is not long after the slant had been restarted
for the first time since the rebuild. With the
headlight surrounds and grill now on, the wiper
motor fitted and everything now in its place, it
was time to take it for its first spin!

Here is the Valiant and trusty old 904
TorqueFlite waiting to be mated back to
the rebuilt slant after nearly a year of being
separated. Hopefully they never again have to be
apart from each other for so long.

After an extremely drawn out 10 months, this is the finished result of “A Novice’s Work In Progress”

Acknowledgements

There’s no place like home! The process of
installing the slant took a little over 3 hours using
an engine crane and leveller. The main issue
being about finding the correct angle to align the
engine to the bell housing of the gearbox.
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The slant is starting to take shape here with the
inlet and exhaust manifolds being bolted on, the
tailpipe being connected, the starter motor in
place and the alternator fitted.

While this kind of work is a walk
in the park for many people, my
lack of experience in this field
made it a slightly difficult and
daunting undertaking. Without
the assistance, help and moral
support from a few key individuals, this project would never have
started let alone be completed.

A massive thank you to: Chris
Mede, Andrew Mede, Danny
Bax, Mick Tsoumaris, Mick
Zamit, Dan Morato and Slug.
Last but not least, my greatest
appreciation and heartfelt gratitude goes to Simon Griffiths.
His support, help, generous use
of his garage and equipment
but most importantly his time,
was invaluable to me from the
beginning of this rebuild to the

end. While his help and time
saved me the huge financial cost
of using professional services,
he taught me so much and also
gave me the confidence to “give
things a go” that I would have
deemed beyond me. As much
of Simon’s heart and soul have
gone in to this project as my
own. For everything he did to
help, I am eternally grateful.
Cheers Gordo!
REGALS TORQUE
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Club Ink

Regals members who have made their
passion for Mopar—permanent!
MOPAR
SPECIALIST

• Custom hand made diffs
• Diff modifications
• Chassis and race car modifications

• Custom axles and diff components supplied
• Brake modifications and conversions
• All types of custom machining

Contact Terry 0432 017 592

10% Discount for members of the Regals Mopar Car Club

(02) 8838 7111

I don't think anyone can argue that Regals vice president Simon Griffiths is one of the most dedicated individuals when it comes to
his amazing Mopar body art.
Look out for more tatts in coming issues. Do you have Mopar-related tattoo? If so, we’d love to see it! Send your photos to info@regals.com.au.

CLUB
CONTACTS

TREASURER
Andrew Mede
Ph: 0412 164 376
Email: andrewmede@optusnet.com.au

Events Photographer & Reporter
Gordon Kyd
Ph: 0401 585 905
Email: gskyd@pacific.net.au

PRESIDENT
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Public Officer
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Webmaster AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bruce Rayne
Ph: 0401 671 400
Email: mail@branchus.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Simon Griffiths
Ph: 0425 350 002
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Plates Registrar
Raf Jelicich
Ph: 0431 485 741

SECRETARY
Michelle Griffiths
Ph: 0425 236 022
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Club Run Co-Ordinator
George Tatsis
Ph: 0410 006 710
Email: dart383@optusnet.com.au
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Specialising in the restoration & preservation of classic Chrysler cars & components

10%nt for

ou
Disc als Club
Reg mbers
Me

www.pentastarparts.com.au
Phone +61 2 9608 8888 • Fax +61 2 9608 8910
PO Box 70, Hoxton Park NSW 2171 • 1c / 7 Lyn Parade, Hoxton Park NSW 2171
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